mounting difficulties for anyone in this country who wants to maintain close Anglo-American relations.
Scholars have pointed out that Britain did not believe in the domino theory, and thought it was still possible for France to reach an acceptable negotiated settlement. Britain had, furthermore, little desire to be embroiled in what it regarded as an unwinnable war. 1 A more likely explanation for Britain's refusal to participate in United Action, whether Eden had agreed initially or not, is that Dulles' request came on the heels of dramatic Anglo-American confrontations over the Middle East. British politicians must have asked themselves why Britain should assist the United States in expanding its area of influence in Southeast Asia, when the United States was forcing Britain to give up its authority in the Middle East. British unwillingness to participate in United Action was, perhaps, predicated on the lack of American support of vital British interests elsewhere. It certainly seems a logical way of paying Dulles back for his efforts to dismantle the British empire.
Soon after Churchill and Eden arrived in Washington, a serious disagreement erupted over whether the United Nations or the Organization of American States (OAS) was the proper forum to discuss the American-backed insurrection in Guatemala. The United States naturally preferred the OAS where it had full control. When discussing the situation Dulles complained to Eisenhower that the differences between the United States and Britain were becoming almost unbearable. Eisenhower said that the United States 'was being too damn nice to the British on this [Guatemala]'. 2 He wanted to teach the British a lesson, namely that they had no business interfering in the western hemisphere. Heavy American pressure brought Britain to abstain from voting on Guatemala in the United Nations. The American ambassador to the United Nations, Henry Cabot Lodge, told Dulles in a telephone conversation that he had warned the British ambassador to the United Nations, Pierson Dixon, that unless the British were more forthcoming on Guatemala, the United States would take an independent line in Egypt and elsewhere. Dulles replied that it would be the happiest day in his life when the United States did not have to modify its policies to keep up a facade of unity with Britain and France. 3 In discussions with Churchill Dixon argued against accommodating the Americans on Guatemala. He pointed out that America had been grossly inconsistent. She had supported the kind of policy in Guatemala which she had condemned as immoral
